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..―It is not the crazy caprice of a poet that glass 

architecture will bring a new culture. It is a fact. New 

social welfare organizations, hospitals, inventions or 

technical innovations and improvements—these will not 

bring a new culture — but glass architecture will ... ― 
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..Corbusier argued: ‗A window eleven metres long 

brings the immensity of the outer world into the 

room, the unadulterated totality of a lake scene with 

its tempestuous moods or gleaming calm.‘ 
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..By the early 1930s Le Corbusier was advocating the 

‗window-wall‘ as a key element of domestic design,.. 

..‗The horizontal window and finally the ―window wall‖ 

have brought us to a point that has nothing in common 

with the past‘.. every home had the potential to 

become a glass house, and the sense of physical 

enclosure that had hitherto characterized dwelling 

space was at serious risk of becoming a purely 

nostalgic point of reference. 
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If the intentions of the League of Nations are sincere, 

then it cannot possibly cram such a novel social 

organisation into the straitjacket of traditional 

architecture. No pillared reception rooms for 

wearied monarchs but hygienic workrooms for the 

busy representatives of their people. No back corridors 

for backstairs diplomacy but open glazed rooms for 

public negotiation of honest men 



..‘openness’ as an ideal of the new home building. 

..there is going on a freeing process in regard to both 

our physical and our mental lives.. the old walled in 

house, the essentially castle-refuge sort of structure, is 

giving way.. women are discarding most of their 

clothes, and human minds are freeing themselves.. 

from old superstitions, old limiting religions.. old 

narrowly selfish motives.. This is a general coming-

forth—which seems to me calculated for the better 

health and the greater happiness of mankind…. 
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..the postwar potency of glass culture 

should be measured by its practical ability 

to generate social transformation. 
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Throughout history, materials have 

transformed society and culture. There 

was the Stone Age, the Bronze Age, 

and the Iron Age. This is the Glass 

Age. 
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..a futuristic city in which all buildings, and 

even the pavements, are entirely made of 

glass. As a result, personal space has 

largely disappeared… received the 

certificate permitting me to lower the 

shades. This right is granted only on sexual 

days… At all other times we live behind 

our transparent walls.. have nothing to 

conceal  
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..besides, this makes much easier the 

difficult and noble task of the Guardians. 

For who knows what might happen 

otherwise?..  

 

..exposure of the bourgeois interior widely 

seen as a precondition for social revolution 

has become an overexposure which 

eradicates the architectural and political 

space for individual subjectivity.  
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..while Le Corbusier conceived the glass-

walled houses.. enabled its sovereign 

inhabitants to see ‗their‘ view outside, 

visibility inevitably cut both ways… this 

reverse gaze was already apparent to 

anyone who actually lived in a glass-walled 

structure.. in retrospect, it is also evident 

that the modernist glass house offered a 

spectacle waiting to be filmed.. watched 

live over an extended period of time.. 
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…surveillance is apt to be internalised. For 

Orwell, this psychological transformation is the 

primary fact of social life under Big Brother: 

There was of course no way of knowing 

whether you were being watched at any 

moment. ... You had to live — did live, from 

habit that became instinct—in the assumption 

that every sound you made was overheard, 

and except in darkness, every movement 

scrutinized… 
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"As someone who spends their entire life 

staring at buildings, I am a bit bored by the 

glass box. They were radical in the 1920s 

and now they are just cliches, expensive 

ones at that. 

 

"But now that we are having to be more 

thoughtful about how and where we use 

glass, maybe architects will become 

more inventive in how they use windows, 

instead of plastering them across whole 

facades," he says. 



Gurgaon  20th Century 



29 

Fatehpur Sikri 

Mr. Deepak: Jali carved out of single piece of 

stone – red sand stone. Filters the harsh light. 
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The Middle Way 

..a path of moderation, between 

the extremes… path of 

wisdom.  
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34 Indian Interpretation 



35 

Chandigarh 

Mr. Deepak: Corbusier builds monuments to his 

concepts of power and democracy. 
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Jaisalmer 

Mr. Deepak: In the middle of the 

desert. The essential relationship 

between the inside and outside 

remains the same. Only the material 

here is the local yellow stone used in 

the same manner wood is used in 

wooden havelis of Gujarat. 



D
e
e
p
a
k
 G

a
h
lo

w
t, A

rc
h
ite

c
t 

 

 

 

 

Future 
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- Coatings for improved energy performance  

- Advanced IGUs with more glazing panels and Vacuum glass  

- Better acoustic properties   

- Sizes of glass  - Switchable glass 

- Electrochromic glasses  

- Bio-reactive façade (algae 

façade)   

- Integration of OLEDs, Touchscreens etc. 

- Solar windows and integrated PV 

- Intelligent mirrors   
- Stronger Glass  

- Structure and form  

- Laser beam engraving - Self-healing concrete 

- Biomimicry 

- Aerogel 

- Thermobimetals 

Expect Change 



Thank you 

 

Deepak Gahlowt  

deepak@xebecdesign.com 

 

www.xebecdesign.com 

www.ccpsindia.com 
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